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Features For some years growing up, I remem-
ber Sunday evenings in which my father
sat at the table for a few minutes and
wrote a letter home to his parents, who
lived in Monmouth in western Illinois.

Sometimes he might include a pic-
ture, but generally it was a short
overview of life in our household for the
past week.

Another tradition that started in part
for the benefit of his parents but lasted
for several years after their death was
“the big letter.”

My father is one of six children who
scattered across the country. Because
they chose to live in different areas and
didn’t see each other in person often, the
family needed a vehicle to stay in touch.
The big letter was an ongoing letter with
an established rotation.

So when the letter came to you, there
were new letters from the families of
your brothers and sisters to enjoy. You re-
moved your last submission and replaced
it with an updated writing on the goings-
on in the family, perhaps putting in a pic-
ture or two. It was a treat to pass the
letter around and read about the updates
in lives of aunts, uncles and cousins.

In those days, you didn’t think of pick-
ing up the phone and calling long dis-
tance unless there was something of
major importance to discuss. And of
course no one even dreamed of some-
thing like email or text messaging.

Another writing tradition is an an-
nual edition in the Wayne County Press
in Fairfield, my mom’s home area. Each
year the newspaper publishes on pink
paper (thus the Pink Press) updates on
people who grew up in Wayne County
but moved on to other locales.

Sometimes the notes are short, others
not so short. It is a way of keeping tabs
on people and their families.The idea for
the content in this year’s Leading The
Way section comes from these traditions.
People are interested in the lives of oth-
ers. They are particularly interested

when they know they are getting good,
first-hand information.

Just think about how you manage
your email. The first step in determining
whether to open or read an email is to
determine if the message is junk.When
you know it’s from someone you want to
hear from, you open it right away. Other
messages are deleted without even open-
ing them.

We know that in an age when we have
to carefully filter the junk out of email
inboxes, it’s a real treat on the rare occa-
sions when we receive a personal, writ-
ten note.

It’s also a treat to keep tabs on folks
who grew up around us, and now live
somewhere else.

So we asked a few folks to write a let-
ter home, and tell us a bit about where
they are, and what they are up to. Since
we haven’t done this before, they had
nothing to go on.We expect the styles
and approaches to be different.

We tried to get people from a variety
of backgrounds.

We hope you enjoy the letters home.
We’d love to hear your feedback, and sug-
gestions on others who might write home
in the future.These letters are a way of
acknowledging a few of the outstanding
people who grew up among us.
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Compiled by the JG-TC
The Mattoon-Charleston area has

produced several notable individuals
who made major contributions to society
and inspired others.

Some of those folks include a Nobel
Prize-winning physicist, an Academy
Award-winning cinematographer, the
first African American woman to serve
as a United States ambassador, the au-
thor of a book about a beloved doll and a
man who displayed unwavering heroism
in a tragedy.

Arland Williams Jr.
Arland Williams Jr. was a passenger

aboard Air Florida Flight 90 which
crashed on takeoff in Washington, D.C.,
on Jan. 13, 1982.

The Mattoon native was one of just
six passengers to survive the crash. Sev-
enty-eight others died on impact.

The plane crashed into the 14th
Street Bridge and then plunged into the
freezing Potomac River.

According to the other five survivors,
one passenger was pinned to the fuse-
lage of the plane but helped others reach
the rescue ropes being dropped by a heli-
copter, repeatedly passing the line to
others instead of using it himself. That
man was Arland D.Williams Jr.

When the other five had been taken
away by helicopter, the tail section of the
wrecked plane shifted and sank further
into the water, dragging Williams under
with it.

In June 1983, President Reagan and

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Eliza-
beth Dole awarded the U.S. Coast
Guard’s Gold Lifesaving Medal posthu-
mously to Williams. The ceremony was
attended by Williams’ parents, his two
children and a sister.

The 14th Street bridge over the Po-
tomac River crash site was renamed the
Arland D.Williams Jr. Memorial Bridge
in his honor and in 2000, The Citadel,
The Military College of South Carolina
(Williams’ alma mater) created the Ar-
land Williams Society to recognize grad-
uates who distinguished themselves
through community service.

In his hometown of Mattoon, one of
two new elementary schools that opened
in 2003 was named the Arland D.
Williams Jr. Elementary School and a
group of friends and former classmates
created the Arland D.Williams Jr. Schol-
arship to be awarded to a Mattoon resi-
dent attending college.

Edward Purcell
A Mattoon native, Purcell won the

Nobel Prize for physics in 1952 for his
method of measuring nuclear magnetic
resonance. His findings provided the
basis for equipment to conduct tests such
as the MRI in the medical field.

Purcell also taught at Harvard Uni-
versity and served as science adviser to
presidents Dwight Eisenhower, John F.
Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson.

Gregg Toland
Born in Charleston in 1904, Toland’s

family moved to California when he was
about 10 years old. During the 1930s,
Toland was one of Hollywood’s top cine-
matographers.

In a seven-year span, he was nomi-
nated five times for the “Best Cine-
matography” Oscar, winning in 1940 for
his work on “Wuthering Heights.”

Many film historians consider “Citi-
zen Kane” the top movie of all time.
Toland was the cinematographer on that
Orson Welles’ classic and is credited with
several innovations used in that film.

Other notable movies filmed by
Toland include “Les Miserable,” “The
Grapes of Wrath,” “The Best Years of Our
Lives,” “The Long Voyage Home” and
Disney’s “Song of the South.”

Toland called filming “Citizen Kane”
the “most exciting professional adven-
ture of my career.”

He died of a heart attack in 1948.

Patricia Roberts Harris
Born in Mattoon in 1924, Harris was

the daughter of a railroad dining car
waiter.

She graduated summa cum laude
from Howard University in Washington
in 1945 and later graduated No. 1 in her
class at the George Washington Univer-
sity National Law center.

She worked briefly for the U.S. De-
partment of Justice and then taught at
Howard and in 1969 was named dean of
Howard University’s School of Law.

President Lyndon Johnson named her
ambassador to Luxembourg in 1965.

Later, President Jimmy Carter ap-
pointed her to his Cabinet as secretary of
Housing and Urban Development. She
was the first African American woman to
enter the presidential line of succession.
In 1980, she became secretary of the
newly organized Department of Health
and Human Services.

She died in 1985.

Johnny Gruelle
Born in Arcola in Douglas County,

Gruelle is the creator of perhaps Amer-
ica’s most beloved doll -- Raggedy Ann.

Gruelle, whose father was an artist,

also was an artist, political cartoonist,
children’s book author and illustrator.

He worked for several newspapers
when he gave his daughter Marcella a
dusty, faceless rag doll found in the attic.

He drew a face on the doll and named
her Raggedy Ann. Marcella played with
the doll so much, Gruelle figured other
children would like the doll too.

The Raggedy Ann doll was patented
in 1915, and in 1918, the first Raggedy
Ann stories were published. Gruelle then
created a series of well-selling Raggedy
Ann books and dolls.

Denise Van Patten of the website
About.com said:

“Raggedy Ann and Andy have been in
commercial production since 1920, which
qualifies them as an antique doll, a vin-
tage doll, and a modern doll. I cannot
think of any other doll that spans such a
long history—in fact, I played with one
as a child, as did my grandmother,
mother, and daughter! The history alone
makes Raggedy Ann and Andy remark-
able.”

Josephine Cochrane
A Shelbyville woman who enjoyed

hosting parties in the 1870s, she was not
happy when servants chipped her good
china dishes when washing them.

“Why doesn’t somebody invent a ma-
chine to wash dirty dishes?” she report-
edly said. “Why don’t I invent such a
machine myself?”

So she did.
With the help of an Illinois Central

Railroad mechanic named George But-
ters, she built a mechanical dishwasher.

She received her first patent in 1886.
Rather than market the appliance to
homemakers, she targeted hotels and
restaurants in Chicago.

Through a mutual friend, she got an
appointment with the manager of the
Palmer House in Chicago. He bought the
first dishwasher. Several other hotels fol-
lowed.

Her big break, however, came at the
1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in
Chicago when thousands of visitors to
the fair ate and their dishes needed to be
washed.
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We Sell New & Used Vacuums
Vacuums, Small Appliance & Lamp Repairs

Lionel Electric Train Sales - Certified Technician

1813 Broadway Ave. • Mattoon, IL 

Terry Lee, Owner

235-0301

AABELLS
SALES & SERVICE

9 am - 4:30 pm Mon-Fri
9 am-12 pm Sat

IL License # 104-000107

1-888-303-ROOF
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Raggedy Andy and Ann

Patricia Roberts Harris Papers, Moorland-Springarn
Research Center, Howard University
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Robert L. Carlen (Bob) is Vice
President of Property Management
and a company officer for Crescent
Real Estate Equities, LLC. He is
also responsible for managing
Greenway Plaza located in Hous-
ton, Texas.

Greenway is the largest com-
mercial real estate investment in
the company's portfolio. The 4.3
million square foot mixeduse
project is comprised of commer-
cial office and retail space, con-
dominiums, The Renaissance
Houston Hotel and the Houston
City Club which is a full-service
health club.

Under Bob's leadership all
ten Class "A" buildings located
within the campus have been

designated as 360 Performance Build-
ings by the Building Owners and
Mangers Association (BOMA) for 2009
and 2010. In June of this year reenway
Plaza won BOMA's prestigious Interna-
tional TOBY award as the 2010 Interna-
tional Suburban Office Park of the Year.

Additionally, Bob is the asset man-
ager for Crescent’s Denver properties.
Prior to relocating to Houston, Bob spent
thirteen years in Columbus, Ohio as vice
president of operations for Standard
Management Company a development
and management organization based in
Los Angeles, California that was part-
nered with Northwestern Mutual Life
Insurance Company.

In this capacity he was responsible

for the leasing and management of
twenty-two properties in three states.
Those properties included 400,000
square feet of retail specialty centers,
700,000 square feet of neighborhood/
community centers, 220,000 square feet
of office space and 1,000,000 square feet
of industrial buildings as well as 1450
residential units.

Before joining Standard Management
Company, Bob was employed by Fairfield
Communities, Inc., a resort development

Submitted Photo
Robert L. Carlen

See Carlen, page 11

Robert L. Carlen

Richmond, TX

From the Desk of Robert L. Carlen

I can truly say that my childhood and later yearsprior to graduating from Eastern Illinois Universityare filled with very fond memories.While my bio contains a lot of material, I am mostproud of my family. My beautiful wife Shelia, ourthree daughters Jennifer, Megan, Jessica and our twograndsons’ Wade and Austin. We have been blessed inmany ways.
I always look back to my formative years in theCity of Mattoon and the friends that I met along theway, the coaches who influenced me greatly and ofcourse my loving mother and father who kept me onthe right path.
There have been a lot of very successful and inter-esting individuals come out of the City of Mattoon overthe years and I am looking forward to reading aboutthem.

Robert L. Carlen
Crescent Real Estate Equities, LLCVice President of Property ManagementGreenway Plaza

253-2309

1 Hour Photo
Digital Reprints & Enlargements
From CD, Media Cards, 35 mm

Gift Shop
“One of a kind souvenirs”

www.tuscolasavmorrx .com

123 Sale St. • Tuscola, IL
Korner Cafe
“The Place For Good Home Cookin”
Rt. 133, Chesterville • 217-543-2457
(located between Arcola & Arthur)
Monday-Saturday: 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Full menu includes complete plate lunches with all the trimmings:
soups, sandwiches, more! 

Mouth-watering homemade breads, pies, cakes and desserts

INDULGE IN A HEARTY MEAL IN OUR
FRIENDLY, HOMEY ATMOSPHERE.

Soup & Salad Bar

Full Lunch Buffet*
Daily Specials* **Saturday Breakfast Buffet
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Named:
“Artist of the Year 2005-2006 & 2006-2007”, Chicago

Convention & Tourism Bureau; Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce “2008 Business Person of the Year” & “Small
Business of the Year 2000”; 2009 EIU Graduate School
Distinguished Alum.

Signature Member Pastel Society of America; Signa-
ture Member of Distinction, Chicago Pastel Painters.

Education:
BFA Painting, U of IL-Urbana; MA Painting, EIU-

Charleston and a 3 year Faculty Instructor of Art, cur-
rently conducts mentoring sessions for painters. Private
study with American masters: Schmid, Silverman,
Shapiro, Gerhartz, Burdick, Aspevig, Daily, Auster.

Exhibition:
Over forty one-person shows in Chicago from 1988 to

present as a result of painting trips to: Hong Kong &
Singapore, England, Scotland &Wales, Austria & the
Czech Republic, Spain, France, Amsterdam, Ireland,
Italy, Greece, Mexico, Peru, China, the Bahamas and the
US.

Nancie’s award-winning originals are in galleries in
the Midwest: IL Artisans, studio b, Joseph Layton, Art-
DeTriumph. A member of “The Franklin Cooperative,” 6
artists who studied surgery and labs to produce a body
of work called “The Medical Arts as Fine Art”, to tour
the US. Nancie joined other plein air painters in April
'08 to travel to SW China, hiking into remote mountain
villages to paint the locals and their daily lives, which
resulted in several exhibits in ’08. She has participated
in invitational Plein Air Festivals & exhibits around the
country; award winner at Plein Air—Easton! in 2010.
The Uof IL Alumni Center hosted a one-person exhibit
of her work which moved to Chicago’s Cliff Dwellers
Club for Sept. ’08. Her work is often included in the
Richeson 75 shows in Kimberly,WI.

Collections:
Nationwide and international, including United Air-

lines, Cosmopolitan Bank & Trust, Motorola, BP
Amoco, Fritz Duda Co., Maria Pappas Cook Count
Treasurer, Boeing Corp, Prentice Women’s Hospital,
Tabet/DiVito/Rothstein, American Bar Assoc., Renais-
sance Convention Center, RSNA Scientific Assembly,
Nat’l Restaurant Assoc., Global COM, Air China,
Chicago Dental Society, American Heart Assoc.,
LaSalle Bank Chicago Marathon, Internat’l Home &
Housewares, Graph & Converting Expo, Pack Expo,
Stenograph, Lee Flaherty & Flair Communications
and Juanita & Michael Jordan. She is represented by
galleries in WI, MI & IL.

Production:
Over 100 original oils, pastels and watercolors an-

nually, 50% plein air.
Her award-winning work has graced magazine
covers & catalogs, has been featured in national
art magazines, and published for many Chicago
fund-raising events. Pure Color: The Best of
Pastel & Best of America Pastels are books that
include her work. In Nov. ’06, she won an Inter-
national Award from the International Associa-
tion of Pastel Societies, and her work was chosen
as the cover invitation for a national pastel show
in Chicago ’07, where she won “Best of Show”.
She was awarded “Best of Show” in the ’07
Palette & Chisel Platinum show, was a Finalist
for an ‘08 Artist’s Magazine Competition, and a
Finalist in Pastel Journal Magazine, “Best 100
Paintings in ’08”, and featured writer for their
June ‘08 “Professional Practices” article.

Nancie King Mertz
Chicago, IL

Chicago
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It was both a surprise and an honor to
receive the email from Carl Walworth asking to include my n

ame

as “a local who’s moved from the area and had success in their field
”.

My initial reaction was to ponder the t
erm “success” because the past 2 ½ years have been a tremendous

challenge for those in the arts; we’ve h
ad to use our creativity in new ways to survive.

Gone are the days when nearly every
work would sell before the paint was d

ry, but this “new normal” has

prompted us to hone our skills to prod
uce better or more introspective work

while waiting-out the dry spell of

art sales across the nation.

Thankfully, those sales are slowly pick
ing up again and we’ve gained valuabl

e insight about our busi-

nesses, our collectors and ourselves.

It’s the Midwestern small town values
that I will always credit for giving me

the determination to perse-

vere and excel. My family, relatives &
friends have always supported my dec

isions and have given me the

confidence to reach for higher goals.

I met my husband, Ron, while student
s at the U of I, and he’s also been cheering me on

for over 35 years!

We returned to Arcola to live—he beca
me a partner at Bulk-Tek and I was a

graduate teaching assistant in

art at EIU, joining their faculty after c
ompleting their MA program.

My extraordinary experience at Easte
rn helped clarify the direction I wante

d to go with my art—they

helped me “think” and to value my pai
nting skills as a path to my passion. I

t was at this point that I decided

to leave teaching and focus on paintin
g & promoting other artists’ work.

I had started a framing company in ou
r garage while in school, so combining

my 3 interests, I opened a

gallery in the newly renovated Arcola
Emporium. The challenge of running

all aspects of this business for 7

years in Arcola, along with active Cha
mber involvement & board duties, added networking and m

anagement

skills that are with me today.

Our decision to leave Arcola in ’87 was
a very difficult one for both of us. Ron

had just completed his Mas-

ters in Accounting at the U of I and was offered a position in Chica
go with one of the big accounting firms

. I

was bogged-down with managing my b
usiness and the Emporium, and found

I had little time for the painting

I wanted to do. We moved to a comme
rcial/residential loft in Chicago’s Linco

ln Park, taking the framing por-

tion of my business. I wasted little tim
e in setting up a shop and painting stu

dio, and traveled to Arcola

monthly to service framing clients the
re. It was their continued support tha

t allowed me to grow the Chicago

business, and I used the networking sk
ills gleaned from my downstate associations to jump int

o Chicago

groups.
In 1991, I was fortunate to travel with

a friend to Hong Kong and Singapore
to gain inspiration for a fall

one-woman show in Chicago. The travel bug bit and I b
egan taking my gear to paint on-site fo

r 2-3 weeks for

annual spring & fall gallery shows. The success of thes
e shows has allowed the opportunity t

o travel to ap-

proximately 20 countries to paint, incl
uding rural China, South America, Me

xico and much of Europe.

Fast-forward to 2010, and we are in ou
r 7th year of owning a gallery & frame shop on Clark Street in

Chicago. Ron left the corporate world
in 2000 to publish prints & cards of my work as “ArtDeTriumph”.

Artful Framer Studios is in its 31st ye
ar and I continue to paint approximat

ely 100 oils & pastels annu-

ally. We have a terrific store manager
, who’s been with us for 10 years, and

loyal customers & friends who

stop by the shop for framing or to see n
ew pieces.

Board & committee involvement continues to fu
lfill my need to give back to the comm

unity. Eastern will

always be important to me, and I enco
urage young students to visit their cam

pus. Their facilities for the arts

have to be some of the best in the coun
try.

While we love the city & all it has provided us over the years, w
e spend a night or 2 in Arcola each mo

nth

with my mother, Rodie (we lost dad—J
ohn King--to cancer 4 years ago). We g

et to see family & friends on

these visits and are reminded of all Ar
cola provided us too.

Nancie King Mertz

Banking - just a click away

Bank at your convenience
with First Neighbor Bank!
Online banking lets you
keep track of your funds
wherever you have an
internet connection.

Member
FDIC

Established 1949
“Your Full Service Jeweler”

111 N. Main, Atwood
Open Monday-Saturday from 9am-5pm
Phone: 217-578-2200  Fax 217-578-3468

Visit our online catalog
www.haddenjewelry.com

we specialize in custom jewelry

Hastings & Associates
1017 Broadway Ave • 235-0381

General Family 
Dentistry

We offer

http://www.firstneighbor.com
http://www.haddenjewelry.com
http://tinyurl.com/29zejwx
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It’s All About Atmosphere

1810 Charleston Avenue • Mattoon • 234-4535

Experience Coles County’s 
Finest Restaurant

Mexican Cuisine

Burgers & 
Sandwiches

Steaks Grilled to Perfection

Specialty Drinks

Little Mexico
American Grille & Cantina

Mon-Thurs 10:30-9:00   •   Fri-Sat 10:30-10:00   •   Sun 11-8

Approximately 900 images are reproduced in Giclée prints and fine art cards, by
husband, Ron Mertz, at their store: Art De Triumph & Artful Framer Studios, a
gallery and frame shop at 2936-38 N Clark in Chicago’s Lincoln Park/Lakeview.

Business & Community:
Nancie owns ArtDeTriumph & Artful Framer Studios, a custom framing and fine

art studio, est. 1979. Additional awards: "Small Business of the Year 2000" by Lin-
coln Park Chamber of Commerce; Network of Women Entrepreneurs honored her
with the "Entrepreneurial Achievement Award” in 1999.
Board of Directors of:

Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce, Palette & Chisel Academy of Fine Arts--10
years, The Network of Women Entrepreneurs--13 years, Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce--6 years, Dignity Diner—14 years, Chicago Pastel Painters. Also member
of Oil Painters of America, Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, Juror for Old
Town Art Fair and Beloit’s Plein Air event. Appointed to the Charitable Council of
Advocate Hospitals.

“Shadow, shape, color and
composition govern my view of
the world. I’m fascinated with
the beauty of urban environments
as well as pastoral scenes.
Fortunately, my work enables me
to travel the city & the world
with brush and paint and
explore, Plein-air. It is my hope
that the viewer can witness the
story or beauty I strive to convey
in each image."

SCHROCK 
BUILDERS

350N CR 200E • Arthur, IL 61911

100% Satisfaction - Insured - Over 25 Years 
Combined Experience

Locally Owned and Operated

• Gutters  (All Colors)    • Decks • Tear Offs 
• Pole Barns • Siding - Soffit • New Roofs • Re-roofs 

Roofers Lic. No. 104-014137

“Professional, Prompt and 
Reliable Service at an Affordable Price!”

Owen Schrock
217-543-2977
Cell 519-2638

Reuben Chupp
217-543-2707
Cell 519-0130

Submitted Photo
Nancie King Mertz

http://tinyurl.com/2ar3kma
http://tinyurl.com/24rt2ak


Samuel Irving

Champaign-Urbana, IL

IL
2010

named an Undergraduate Research C
enter CARE Scholar for the 2009-10

academic year, and received the under
graduate Science Poster Day Dean’s

Prize.
I moved back to central Illinois for my

graduate studies at the Univer-

sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (
UIUC) where I am enrolled

in the Medical Scholar’s Program, whi
ch awards both PhD and MD

degrees. I will receive my PhD from the School of Molecular and

Cellular Biology at UIUC, while the U
niversity of Illinois at

Chicago (UIC) will award the medical
degree.

Samuel Irving
UIUC Medical Scholars Program

School of Molecular and Cellular Biol
ogy

Submitted Photo
Samuel Irving with his Science Poster Day display.

I moved away from central Illinois in March 2002 to serve in the Marine Corps
from 2002 to March 2006. I deployed to Iraq three separate times during my enlist-
ment, for which I received the Iraqi Campaign Medal, Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal with combat distinguishing device, Combat Action Ribbon, Presi-
dential Unit Citation, Naval Unit Commendation, and Global War on Terrorism Expe-
ditionary and Service Medals. I was honorably discharged at the end of my contract
and stayed in California for work and my undergraduate studies.I began working at a small hospital near Mount Whitney in the Southern Sierras,
both in the emergency department and the skilled nursing facility. I concurrently en-
rolled at Cerro Coso Community College (CCCC) in Ridgecrest, California. Here I re-
ceived my Associate’s Degree, with honors, in general science with an emphasis in
chemistry and biology.While at Cerro Coso I was nominated to the USA Today and
Phi Theta Kappa’s Community College All USA Academic Third Team, California’s Ac-
ademic First Team (2007-08), was named CCCC’s Student of the Semester for Spring
2008, received the Honors Transfer Council of California’s Director and Exemplary
Student awards (2008), CCCC’s Honor’s Program Scholarship, was named the Hu-
manities and Science Departments’ Student of the Year, and received the Science De-
partment’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in the fields of Biology and
Chemistry.

Upon completing my studies at Cerro Coso, I transferred to the University of Cali-
fornia-Los Angeles (UCLA) to major in Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Ge-
netics. I graduated from UCLA with both College and Latin Honors in June 2010.
While at UCLA, I studied hospital disaster preparedness under Dr. Peter Katona. Dr.
Katona looks at how hospitals prepare for man-made and natural disasters. I also
worked in Dr. Carla Koehler’s laboratory studying protein translocation into the mito-
chondrion. Mutations in the redox-folding pathway of mitochondria lead to neurode-
generative disorders. Dr. Koehler’s laboratory studies this through genetic,
biochemical, and animal model systems.While at UCLA I received the Transfer Al-
liance Program Scholarship for transfer students, was named a Center for Academic
and Research Excellence (CARE) fellow (Spring 2009), received the Alumni Fellowship
Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Research (Summer2009), was
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toa 
Comfortable 
Retirement:
Planning
Create a path to retirement by

working on a financial plan. 

You'll be able to unlock doors you
never knew before, with our 
variety of investment options.

Call or stop by today to find out
what we can do for you.

Lisa S. Boyer, CFP
Stan Boyer

(217) 268-3216
102 E. Main Arcola, IL. 

Investment Advisor Representatives of And Securities and 
Investment Advisory Services offered through Transamerica 

Financial Advisors, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC, 
& Registered Investment Advisor

Over 25 years 
of Retirement

Planning 
Experience

LD
90

98
-1

0/
09

TheKey

Main Office:
1286 W State Street

Charleston
345-9587

adamsmemorials.com

14 Locations
in Illinois

511 Lake Land Boulevard        1121 Broadway Avenue East
P.O. Box 437

Mattoon, IL 61938
Tel. (217) 234-7900 Tel. (217) 235-3699
Fax. (217) 234-7929 Fax. (217) 235-1169

Trust Department (217) 234-6430

www.fnbbankingcenters.com

Mattoon Community Banking Centers

“Community Banking Since 1904”

THE FIRST 
NATIONAL BANK

ATMs located at 511 Lake Land Boulevard, in the Jumpin’ Jimmy’s
Convenience Store, R&L’s Snak Attack on Old State Road and

Howy’s Lakeside on the Bruce Findlay Road.
FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

Each depositor insured to $100,000

http://www.fnbbankingcenters.com
http://www.adamsmemorials.com
http://tinyurl.com/2ccm2jp


Chad Moutray
Washington, D.C. Seot.

2010
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Home Construction
of Mattoon, Inc.

Commercial
& Residential

1020 Old State Rd, Mattoon

(217) 235-1221

Quality Builders
Celebrating over 50 Years

Submitted Photo
Chad Moutray

To My Friends and Famil
y

in the Mattoon Area:

Growing up in Mattoon, I
enjoyed many of the “sma

ll town” perks that you ap
preci-

ate today. I look back wit
h much fondness at the ti

me that I spent there – en
joying

the Independence Day fir
eworks at Peterson Park,

swimming at Lytle Park P
ool and

Lake Mattoon, riding my
bike all around the city, a

ttending church regularly
at the

Assembly of God, and wor
king at both Famous Reci

pe and Hoots Haus. Now
that I

live in Washington, DC, I
clearly miss being able to

see my family and childho
od

friends on a regular basis
, and I definitely miss the

hamburgers and lemon ic
e cream

at (the real) Burger King!

Education has always bee
n important to me. Like m

any of you, I was the first
in

my family to go to college
, and I went on to earn my

doctorate in economics at
South-

ern Illinois University at
Carbondale. I also earned

degrees from Lake Land College

– where I was named to t
he Distinguished Alumni

Society – and Eastern Illi
nois Uni-

versity – where I returned
in 2003 for a brief executi

ve-in-residency position a
t the

Lumpkin School of Busin
ess.

Unlike many others who
seek a Ph.D., I am not your typical academic

. I never had

the “publish or perish” mi
ndset. Instead, I always s

aw my doctorate degree as a

means to create new opportunities. It is defini
tely true that education o

pens doors,

and I have been living pro
of of this.

After completing college,
I went to work for Robert

Morris College in Chicago

teaching economics and fi
nance courses. (It is now

called Robert Morris Univ
ersity of

Illinois.) The college was
a fast-growing, urban, dyn

amic institution, which w
as rap-

idly evolving from its secretarial school roots
. I was one of the first Ph

.D.s hired to

teach in its baccalaureate
in business administratio

n program.

What happened next was
probably a matter of me b

eing in the right place at
the

right time. After filling in
for my boss during her ma

ternity leave (and making
a long

story shorter), I became th
e Dean of the School of Bu

siness Administration at
age 28 –

a position that I held for f
ive years. I was responsib

le for coordinating the eff
orts of 40

• 5 Years Proven History
• Affordable Rates
• 24 Hour Care
• Respite Care
• Adult Daycare
• Small number of neighbors per house

• Compassionate & highly trained staff
• Person-centered care
• Individualized programs
• SIU Memory Testing Center
• Transportation
• Gowin Parc Public Library

Call or stop by today for a free orientation tour at either location! 
Visit us online at www.gowinparc.com 

“The comfort of a PROMISE kept”

300 Lerna Rd • Mattoon
217.234.3003

340 Rt 29 • Pana
217.562.3004G owin Parc

HAVE YOU HEARD OF...

Your Nursing Home Alternative for Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
G owin Parc?

Promises... You’ve made them to your fragile loved one. To provide the best
care and loving environment you can. To be there when needed. We make
these same promises daily to our neighbors. And we keep them...

See Moutray page 30

http://tinyurl.com/2dfof2n
http://tinyurl.com/2bfpy62
http://www.gowinparc.com


CLASSIC
REAL ESTATE

Charleston Office
1515 University

348-0191

Mattoon Office
1621 Wabash

258-4663

See All Area Listings at

www.cbclassic.net

Willie High

Jacksonville, IL 44¢

I’m writing to give you an idea of how everything has been progressing for me
since I left the Mattoon area. After I graduated from Eastern Illinois University I en-
tered the Officer Candidates School for the United States Marine Corps in October of
1998. I was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant on December 11, 1998. From there I
started my training as an Infantry Officer in Quantico, Virginia. I would spend nine
months in training to get me ready to take over my first unit. After leaving Quantico I
was stationed in Camp Pendleton, CA. Camp Pendleton is located approximately 32
miles north of San Diego and 50 miles south of Los Angles. I would get many assign-
ments in my stay on active duty, from Platoon Commander of 43 Marines all the way
up to Company Commander of 245 Marines. I was deployed overseas four times cover-
ing 14 different countries in a four year time span, with my most challenging assign-
ment coming in Iraq.

The one thing that my travels have taught me is how fortunate I was to grow up in
a community like Mattoon. A community where people will go out of their way to help
you if you just display the drive and determination to better yourself and the life of
those around you. I could not have asked for better circumstances. I am currently
working as a production manager for a company called Pactiv in Jacksonville, Illinois
and I’m still a part of the United States Marines Corps Reserve. I have been married
to my wife Heather for six years and have been blessed with three wonderful children.
Even though I do not make it to Mattoon as often as I would like, nothing would ever
replace it in my heart. I hope everyone is doing well and best wishes.

Sincerely,
Willie High

book & music storeGospel
122 S. Vine St., Arthur, IL • Phone: 217-543-2221

Name imprinted free

Bible study materials • Small gifts • CDs • DVDs

16 Martin guitars on display

Deering & Goldtone banjo • Kentucky mandolins

Lessons for most instruments

Bibles in All Major Translations

... the look of stone

for a fraction 

of the cost . . .

129 East State Route 133
Arthur, IL 61911

(217) 543-2143
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Submitted Photos
Willie High

http://tinyurl.com/28tr3z7
http://tinyurl.com/272cylh
http://www.cbclassic.net
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S and w ic he s  •  Ch ic ke n  •  P as ta  •  Ma nh at ta ns  

Ski l lets  •  Eggs •  Soups •  Salads •  Sandwiches

Lincoln Garden 
Family Restaurant

Lincoln Garden 
Family Restaurant

703 W. Lincoln Ave. • Charleston

345-5070
Open 5am - 10pm Daily

Carry-Out Available

DAILY SPECIALS
BREAKFAST ANYTIME

AYCE
WALLEYE

WEDNESDAY 
& FRIDAY

AYCE
SPAGHETTI
MONDAY &
TUESDAY

firm based in Little Rock, Arkansas,
where he served as a vice president of
operations for resort development in
Arkansas, Tennessee and North Car-
olina.

From 1978 through 1992, Bob utilized
his management/operations expertise to
assist multiple owners with the develop-
ment/design and operational aspects of
several facilities around the country;
Continental Athletic Club (100,000 sf
multi-purpose) Columbus, Ohio; Texas
Club (50,000 sf fitness center) Dallas,
Texas; City Center Club (50,000 sf fit-
ness center) Oakland, California; Cobb
County Fitness Center (75,000 sf) At-
lanta, Georgia; Houston City Club
(110,000 sf fitness center and dining fa-
cilities) Houston, Texas; and the Malibu
Riding and Tennis Club, Malibu, Califor-
nia.

A native of Mattoon, Illinois, Bob
earned a Bachelor of Science degree from
Eastern Illinois University in 1972 and
was named Distinguished Alumni in
1989. In February of 2000 he was elected
to the Eastern Illinois University School
of Business Advisory Board.

He is a Certified Property Manager
(CPM) and a licensed real estate broker
in the states of Ohio and Texas. He is a

member of the Building Owners and
Managers Association (BOMA) where he
served as president in 2009 and a mem-
ber of the Institute of Real Estate Man-
agement (IREM) serving as vice
president of services for the Houston
Chapter's Executive Board. Mr. Carlen is
the President of the Greenway Improve-
ment Association and a member of the
Board of Governors for the Houston City
Club. He is also a member of the Urban
Land Institute (ULI), The Greater Hous-
ton Partnership, the International Coun-
cil of Shopping Centers (ICSC), Texas
Association of Realtors (TAR), and Na-
tional Association of Realtors (NAR).

Bob is involved in community affairs
and has served on several voluntary
agency boards including the Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo BBQ Commit-
tee, Texas Bowl Advisory Board (Inau-
gural year 2000 Volunteer of the Year)
and as a Richmond State School volun-
teer.

Bob resides in Richmond, Texas with
his wife Shelia. Their daughters Jessica
and Megan live in the Houston area
while his oldest daughter, Jennifer re-
sides in Colorado with her husband and
their two grandsons,Wade and Austin.

Carlen
from page 5

http://www.consolidated.com
ttp://www.lincolngarden.net/
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Brad Tammen
Nashville, TN

44¢

Journal
Gazette
100 Broad-

Submitted Photo
Camden, Brad, Famous Chicken, Tammy, Layla & Addi.

Hello Charleston,

Recently I brought my family back “HOME” to see you and to reminisce with friends and family
for my 25th class reunion. It was so special to bring back stories that haven’t been told in decades.We
have all changed over the years, but you still remain the “All-American” community. Now that our
kids are at the age they can appreciate mom and dad’s days of growing up in your neighborhoods, we
took them on a ride down memory lane. And what a ride it was!One of my fondest memories is Coach Baker teaching me the game of baseball back in 1971 behind
O’Brien Stadium on those make shift T-ball fields. I cherish the picture I have of him teaching me
how to swing a bat and those cherry popsicles he gave me after practices were so good! I had so many
great coaches in your town that had tremendous influences on me on and off the field. So much that
the last 21 years of my career have been in professional baseball. Baseball is truly my family’s liveli-
hood in more ways than one. Everyone plays the game and they always stop by to visit dad at my of-
fice in Greer Stadium. I’ve been fortunate to work in Oklahoma City, Salt Lake City and now Music
City – Nashville. I’ve been blessed to travel all over the country to work and meet many of the game’s
greatest players. My recent relocation to Nashville is the closest I have lived to you since I left town
so get ready to see more of me in the months and years ahead.During our family’s visit to Morton Park, I walked over to the Little League field with my son
Camden and showed him the tree I hit several of my five homeruns into when I was twelve. Like fa-
ther…Like son…he also hit five home runs this year which made it a special summer. I also have nu-
merous memories of Baker Field, Seaton Park, Sister Cities and Bel-Air Fields. Oh, those were the
days! Next, my wife Tammy and daughters Addi and Layla were off to the swings and the same
merry-go-round we played on as kids. I can only imagine the thousands of smiles and millions of
turns that merry-go-round has given over the years.After our trip to the park, we went for a cruise around EIU, down Lincoln Avenue, up to The
Square and into your farmland. I have to admit I sure miss Dog-N-Suds, Ben Franklin,Wranglers’
Cheese Fries, and your old fashion Drive-In Theater. Tammy and I showed the kids the farms where
we walked beans, canoed your beautiful lake and fished at EIU’s TC pond. Of course it wouldn’t be a
visit if we didn’t stop by Pagliai’s, Monical’s, What’s Cookin’ and Jimmy John’s. I know I gain a few
pounds each time I visit. Also, thanks for hosting Illinois’ longest running County Fair. We had a blast
reliving our youth with our kids drinking lemonade shake-ups, eating homemade fries, petting the
farm animals, riding the Tilt-A-Whirl and playing Crazy Ball!I feel blessed to have been raised in your great town! See you soon! Hopefully at Trojan Hill to see
“The Boys of Fall”.All the Best!Brad Tammen
Vice President / General MangerNashville Sounds -Triple-A Affiliate Milwaukee Brewers

Coles Together
400 Airport Road

Mattoon, Illinois 61938
(217) 348-5627 

angela@colestogether.com

Coles Together is the economic
development organization for
Coles County, Illinois. The not-
for-profit corporation is a partnership
between the public and private
sectors that provides full-time 
economic development support for
existing industries in the county 
as well as industrial prospects 
considering the county for location
of a new plant or expansion project.

Coles Together recognizes
existing companies are the
backbone of Coles County 

and appreciates the investment
they make in our community.

Dunn’s 
Ambulance

Service

1821 Marshall Avenue
Mattoon

217-234-6999
or 911 and 

request Dunn’s

Fellowship Center
Sponsored by Odd Fellow-Rebekah Housing, Inc.

• Coin operated laundry facilities
• On-site Grocery store
• On-site Beauty salon
• 9-Passenger  Van with Wheelchair Lift

• Community Rooms including
• Library, Recreation Rooms, Dining
• Room and Meeting Room
• Emergency Alarm System with
• 24-hour On-site Personnel

217.235.5414 • TTY: 800-526-0844
301 Lafayette Ave. East • Mattoon, IL 61938-4661

or visit us online at www.mattoonfellowshipcenter.org

http://www.mattoonfellowshipcenter.org
mailto:angela@colestogether.com
http://tinyurl.com/2fxxypj
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www.paapautobody.com

Certified

Owner: Tim Paap

•On-site rental cars for your convenience 
•Setting the new standard for excellence!

Conveniently located just 5 minutes from 
Mattoon and Charleston. On the corner of 

Rt. 316 and Loxa Road.

(217) 345-5301

“We don’t quit until you win!”

Ryan, Bennett
& Radloff

300 Richmond Avenue E
Mattoon, IL

217-234-2000

Luke Ryan
Southern California

California
2010

Submitted Photo
Luke Ryan

Journal Gazette
100 Broadway Ave.
Mattoon, IL 61938

Dear Mattoon,

I miss you. Things are weird in South
ern California. My backyard won’t sus

tain grass

for more than two months so I finally
had to put in artificial grass. Turns ou

t dead leaves

and debris stick like glue to artificial g
rass, making raking impossible. So, ye

sterday, I went

outside and vacuumed my lawn. And
it totally worked. And my neighbors t

hought it was a

really good idea. So, I’ll do it again. L
ike I said, it’s weird here.

I’m currently Senior Vice President of Pro
duction at MGM, which means I get to

have a

say in what movies are made, how they’re made, and who’s in them. Whi
le I’ve tried to use

my powers for good, it was pointed out
in a recent magazine article about “the

five most

ridiculous movie titles of all time”, tha
t I have made two of them (Harold & Kumar Go To

White Castle, Hot Tub Time Machine)
. I’m about to leave my house to go watch th

e final

cut of a remake of Red Dawn that we’r
e just finishing up, which is the ninth

movie I’ve had

the opportunity to work on.

My job is essentially to give talented p
eople an opportunity to put their talen

ts to work

and to remove any creative roadblocks
for them while still trying to make a film that my

studio is going to find good and profita
ble. It’s kind of like trying to keep a b

unch of cats in

a bathtub with a blindfold on. There’s
nothing I’d rather be doing and I’ve ha

d the chance to

work with (and, occasionally, be yelled
at the wee hours of the morning by) ac

tors, directors,

and writers who were heroes of mine g
rowing up. I’m not entirely sure how I got here or

why I got so lucky.

Some other things that have happened
along the way: I’ve gotten to work as a

screen-

writer, selling original material to film
and TV. I took second place in the Toil

et Seat Toss at

the Redneck Olympics in Georgia (not
bad for my first try). I’ve been able to

teach film and

screenwriting at UCLA Extension whe
n time allows and also at a number of

writers’ confer-

ences around the country. I have had
police escorts. I have also been “escort

ed by police”

(turns out there’s a substantial differe
nce, and I recommend the former). An

d I’ve married a

woman way out of my league who does
n’t mind being married to a guy who s

ometimes

wears bear suits in movies and works
way too much.

So, things are good. And I’m grateful to you for being a great place
to grow up, and an

even better place to come home to. Fo
r being full of colorful characters who

taught me early

on that being a good person is more im
portant than anything else. For EIU, f

or a great edu-

cation and teachers who became friend
s and continue to be endlessly support

ive and kind.

And for Villa Pizza (wishing you a spe
edy return, Jon) that remains, in my v

ast and geo-

graphically diverse pizza eating exper
ience, still the finest in the land. And

for so many

other things that I realize more the lon
ger I’m away. I hope you’re having as good a t

ime as

I am.

Love,
Luke

217-345-7066
910 W. Polk Ave. - Charleston, IL

www.hilltopnursinghomeonline.com

Nursing Home Managers, Inc.

800 CHARLESTON AVE • MATTOON
PHONE/FAX 235-3731

Real Meals at a 
Really Great Price!

http://tinyurl.com/25ryt3r
http://www.hilltopnursinghomeonline.com
http://tinyurl.com/2f82lb3
http://www.paapautobody.com
http://tinyurl.com/2b4xs7a


Patrick Lair

Fredonia, AZ
44¢

14 • Leading the Way: Letters Home Journal Gazette & Times-Courier
Hello from Fredonia, Ariz. I grew up in Charleston and now work as a legislative and public affairs specialist for the

North Kaibab Ranger District of the Kaibab National Forest in northern Arizona.
There’s really no typical day in this line of work and that is one thing I like about it. One day you might be hiking into a

remote canyon of the forest to photograph an archaeological dig or fish habitat restoration to send to local newspapers along
with a written account. Another day you might be meeting with local city council members, county commissioners or repre-
sentatives of U.S. congressmen to explain various policies and programs. On another day you might be gathering information
on a forest fire, writing and distributing updates to area businesses and giving an interview to the local radio station. You
might plan a meeting with local communities or Native American tribes to discuss how a policy or project will affect them.
You might be writing bullet points for other employees to use at their meetings, or you might be called to go out and take the
heat for an unpopular policy.

The area has a rich history that includes Mormon pioneers, Navajo, Hopi, Paiutes and John Wesley Powell, as well as fa-
mous outlaws like Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. The Kaibab Plateau is home to one of the nation’s two free-roaming
bison herds, a world-class mule deer population and the largest tract of old-growth Ponderosa pine forest in the American
southwest. The forest is famous for its northern goshawk and California condor populations, and for its unusually high den-
sity of archaeological sites. One of my jobs is to learn as much as possible about the resources of this area to better explain
them to policymakers and the public.

One of my favorite places on the district is an area called Jump Up. To the south are views of the Grand Canyon and to
the north are views of the Grand Staircase of southern Utah. There is a historic cabin located on a rocky bluff, and from
there a trail descends into a hot, dry canyon called Snake Gulch that is full of ancient Hopi petroglyphs and pueblos. The dis-
trict received federal stimulus money to restore the cabin and one of my jobs was to publicize how that money was spent and
why.

If this job description is somewhat ambiguous, then so are the requirements for hiring into this kind of position. There are
schools that offer a public affairs/public relations degree, but it’s my impression that a combination of experience, education
and personality is what gets people into this job. I have a bachelor’s degree in English Literature from the University of Mon-
tana. But I worked six years in U.S. Army public affairs, three years as a newspaper reporter and one session as copy editor
for the Oregon legislature before I was hired into this position.

If I had to pinpoint something I gained by growing up in Charleston that has helped me in this job, it would probably be
the culture. People in central Illinois are grounded in common sense; they respect hard work and family; they are open-
minded and fair. No matter where you are, if people sense these qualities in you, they will start to trust you and you can talk
to them. Honesty is still the best policy, and providing accurate information is what I’m supposed to do.

Patrick Lair
Legislative and Public Affairs SpecialistNorth Kaibab Ranger District of the Kaibab National Forest

Rural King Supply is one of the most generous community supporters.
St. Jude’s auction and other organizations have worked with Rural
King.  Rural King also has partnered with the Illinois Department of 
Human Services Office of Rehabilitation Services to employ this 
area of Illinois. 
Rural King is also an Employer Of Choice in Coles county. 
Employing Retail, Marketing, Corporate Buying, Accounting, 
Aviation,   Human Resources, Information Systems and many
other exciting career opportunities.  

RURAL KING SUPPLY, INC. • MATTOON, ILLINOIS 
217-235-7102

www.ruralking.com

www.ruralking.com

Member Mid-States Distributing, Inc.

Farm Equipment & Tools
America’s Farm & Home Store

Mattoon, IL
Paris, IL
Vandalia, IL
Litchfield, IL
Terre Haute, IN
Effingham, IL
Waterloo, IL
Henderson, KY
Princeton, IN
Jasper, IN
Charleston, IL
Owensboro, KY
Evansville, IN
McKenzie,TN
Marion, IL
Carbondale, IL

Rantoul, IL
Martin,TN
Muhlenberg Co., KY
Vincennes, IN
Clarksville,TN
Lafayette, IN
Kokomo, IN
Muncie, IN
Logansport, IN
Monticello, IN
Angola, IN
New Castle, IN
Wooster,OH
Martinsville, IN
Columbus, IN

Kendallville, IN
W. Evansville, IN
Niles, MI
Madisonville, KY
Decatur, IL (Macon Co.)

Decatur, IN
Van Wert, OH
Benton, IL
Murphysboro, IL
Frankfort, IN
Greensburg, IN
Champaign, IL
Wentzville, MO
Collinsville, IL
Harrisburg, IL

Rural KingRural King
A Friend  For  All  Seasons

Submitted Photo
Patrick Lair cross-country skis on the
Kaibab Plateau of the Kaibab National For-
est, near the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon, with his son Rowen, 3.

http://www.ruralking.com
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369-0911
Michael Stanfield

Realtor 
Buy or Sell

Farms - Homes
Commercial

1821 Broadway, Mattoon • 234-2277

Thousands of

Pre-Owned

Books on Our

Shelves!

Serving the
Community

for Over 
30 Years

Feed Your Bookwormat
the

CARPET CLEANING • UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
EMERGENCY WATER DAMAGE

STRUCTURAL DRYING

Call “Us” On The Carpet®

SINCE 1975

ClaypoolClaypool

Mattoon 234-7222 Charleston 345-5500
Effingham 342-4877

Call Today!

1955 CR 1700 E.
Arthur, IL • 543-3206

1 mile west &
1-1/2 miles South of Arthur

Custom Built

MILLER’S
STORAGE
BUILDINGSSB

M

Hunters Cabin
Cape Style

Barn Style

We’re
the

place!

We keep you informed on local weather.
When the storm is brewing and hits our area, 

we bring you the whole story.

storm watch.
change.

safe.

Log on today.

http://cbcreagents.net/index.php?action=view_user&user=26
http://tinyurl.com/28rfv65
http://tinyurl.com/2fp47sd
http://www.unitedgraphics.com
http://www.jg-tc.com
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Helping Families Find Financial Solutions for 14 Years
Call or Come in Today! 1310 S Banker

Effingham
342-4000

221 Lake Land Blvd
Mattoon
235-6999

Mrs. Pat Clark

The Woodlands, TX

August 6, 2010

Mr. Carl Walworth,

We thought you
might be interested in
this 1917 issue of The
Charleston Daily
Courier. Our Aunt
Catherine Hall
Cooke’s parents lived
in Charleston at one
time. Catherine was
born in 1901.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Pat Clark

http://www.afchoice.com
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Logan & Dewitt, Mattoon • Phone 235-5575

A Division of
Mervis 

Industries

Buyers of Scrap Iron & Metal.
Specializing in Industrial Scrap 

Iron & Metal, Appliances, Farm Scrap, Copper,
Automobiles, Brass, 

Aluminum Stainless, Aluminum Cans.

Receiving Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Mattoon Farm Pride
S. Rt. 45 • Mattoon, IL • 234-2105

HUNAN
RESTAURANT

The Gourmet Cuisine of China
The Food Of The Chinese Emperors

Since 1984

Catering for events including:
• Anniversaries 

• Birthdays 
• Wedding Receptions 
• Business Meetings 

• Baby Showers 
• Friendly Get-Togethers

• Reunions

Open 6 Days • Lunch & Dinner

Sun, Mon, Wed, Thurs: 11:00-9:00

Friday & Saturday: 11:00-10:00

116 S 17th St • Mattoon
www.chinesehunan.com

Closed Tuesdays

217-234-4855

Parties & Banquet Rooms

Complete Carry-Out Menu

http://jg-tc.com/app/jobs/
http://www.chinesehunan.com
http://www.farm-pride.com
http://www.mervis.com
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Looking for a Place
to Sell Your Gently

Worn Clothing?

905 Broadway • Mattoon
217-235-2525

Call today to schedule
a consultation for

consignment –
ask for Vicky!

Janice Moritz
REALTOR®

Hutton-Matheny Realty, Inc.

JANICE MORITZ, REALTOR

1600 Broadway,
Mattoon, IL 61938
Business (217) 258-6621
Cell (217) 254-7210
E-Mail:  warnersoffice@consolidated.net
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

1608 Broadway • Mattoon
(217) 234-4277

New Item
Come in today

for details!

217-235-5773 • 6040 Lerna Rd. • Mattoon

Newly Remodeled Kennels

Exercise Area & each 
Kennel has outdoor run

Grooming All Breeds
Most Experienced Groomer in Area!

Call Linda Today

DOG GROOMINGDOG GROOMING
Dog & Cat
Boarding

Editor's Note: The following article by
Cal Campbell, a retired administrator
from Eastern Illinois, is not a letter home.
Rather, it is an article he wrote about the
Black Hills of South Dakota, a region
where he spent his childhood and visited
every summer for the past 30 years.

Cal Campbell
As my fifty-fifth high school reunion

approached Betty and I looked forward
to visiting with my classmates and tour-
ing my old haunts. As it is in any high
school reunion, I probably looked for-
ward to the reunion more than Betty. I
spent my entire childhood in Rapid City
and had many happy memories of ex-
ploring the hills and valleys that com-
prised the Black Hills. Therefore, in
September of 2009 we flew to Rapid City
and rented a car.

As Betty's home state was Illinois,
she first experienced the scenic beauty of
the Black Hills on our honeymoon in
1967.We were married in the chapel of
the Wesley United Methodist Church in
Charleston. As my parents were not
physically able to attend the wedding, I
thought that it only appropriate to drive
to Rapid City so that my parents could
meet my bride.

We spent a portion of our honeymoon
in a rustic cabin at the Palmer Gulch Re-
sort. On our return in September of
2009, we had a little more money to
spend and reserved a very nice room in
the Lodge at Palmer Gulch. I have in-
cluded pictures of both the rustic cabin
and the Lodge. Palmer Gulch is located
near Hill City in the Southern Hills. If
you visit here, I would recommend either
staying in a cabin or at the lodge. If you
are touring with a travel trailer then
they have "hook ups" to accommodate
your stay.

For those of you who have not visited
this tourist mecca, tucked into the south-
west corner of South Dakota, I need to
give some background on what you will
experience.Whether you like the bright
lights of gambling in Deadwood or the
natural beauty of the entire area, there
is activity that will meet all interests.

The Lakota Indians (Sioux) had
moved from Minnesota to the Black Hills

and conquered the Cheyenne tribe in
1776. The Hills soon became very impor-
tant to their culture.

Gold was discovered in the Black
Hills in 1874, and as a result of George
Custer's Black Hills Expedition, miners
rushed to the region to make their for-
tune.

When gold miners and other Euro-
pean Americans moved into the area, the
United States Government forced the
Native Americans to reservations on the
plains of western South Dakota. This
western part of the state was desolate
prairie without trees and with very little
water. To read more about how the
United States mistreated the Native
Americans, you can read the book BM
My Heart at Wounded Knee.

The United States Government took
control of the Black Hills after defeating
the Lakota in 1876. However, in 1980, in
U. S. v. Sioux Nation of Indians, the
Supreme Court of the United States
ruled that this action was illegal and
that the U.S. Government owed the
Sioux over $ 106 million in settlement.
The Sioux refused to take the money be-
cause they still want their sacred land
returned to them. The money remains in
an interest-bearing account, which now
amounts to over $ 757 million.

European Americans from Colorado
and Montana came to the Black Hills to
mine gold. .However, I can trace my fam-
ily tree to the homesteaders that were
given acreage to farm or raise cattle in
the northwestern part of the state. They
traveled by wagon trains from Iowa.

For the first-time visitor to the Black
Hills, I can suggest several sites that you
will want to visit. These suggestions
come from me after having lived in the
area and visiting my parents about every
summer for over thirty years.

Rapid City may be the starting point
as you explore the Hills. There are many
first rate hotels and motels. If you are
looking for nostalgia then I suggest that
you stay at the Alex Johnson Hotel. This
is the oldest hotel in Rapid City and is
the starting point for tour buses that will
take you into either the "northern hills"
or the "southern hills." As Mount
Rushmore and the Crazy Horse Memo-

rial are in the "southern hills", you may
want to take a tour bus if you have lim-
ited time to spend on your vacation. Also,
located on this tour will be an opportu-
nity to explore Wind Cave and see bison
or the American buffalo in Custer State
Park.

Be sure to have your tour director
stop at Blue Bell Lodge for the best buf-
falo burger that you will ever eat. After
leaving the Lodge most tours include a
visit to the "wild life loop" where you will
see many native wild animals.

On the second day of your stay in the
Black Hills, you could explore the "north-
ern hills" with such sites to see as Dead-
wood, a historic town where Wild Bill
Hickok was shot in the back by Jack Mc-
Call. Wild Bill was gambling and holding
the "dead man's hand" of aces and
eights. As you remember from your his-
tory books Calamity Jane was the girl-
friend of Wild Bill - or Calamity Jane
thought she was.Wild Bill denied that
this was true as Calamity was just that -
- a "calamity."

If you can pry yourself out of the
many gambling houses on the main
street of Deadwood you really should

tour the excellent museum that gives
you the history of the Black Hills. As in
any really good museum, you will be able
to view gold mining equipment, and
other artifacts from the 1880's. If you are
lucky enough to be in Deadwood in Au-
gust you could see the yearly rodeo and
excellent parade. You may also see Kevin
Costner, as he has ownership in one of
the casinos in Deadwood.

After leaving Deadwood you may be
able to tour the Homestake Gold Mine in
Lead. At one time, this now closed mine
had gold ore that was the richest in the
world per pound of raw ore. If you wish
to purchase Black Hills gold jewelry, I
would suggest a discount outlet in Rapid
City. Black Hills gold jewelry is very
unique as the gold is shaped in the form
of a wild grape leaf.

When driving back from Lead, be sure
and pass through Spearfish Canyon.
Also, if you would like to try your luck at
trout fishing, then the stream passing
through the Canyon

may be the best fishing in the Hills. I
know that when I spent one summer
studying at Black Hills State College, I

The Black Hills of South Dakota

Submitted Photo
Picture of Mount Rushmore near Keystone, South Dakota and South of Rapid City.

Continued nexr page

http://jg-tc.com/app/special/shopsmart/victoriashangups/index.php
mailto:warnersoffice@consolidated.net
http://www.jg-tc.com/app/special/shopsmart/merlenorman/index.php
http://jg-tc.com/app/advertising/splash/kieffers/kieffers_splash.pdf


would often catch several good size rain-
bow and brown trout in the stream. After
cleaning the trout, the landlady where I
rented a room, would roll the fish in
cornmeal, fry them, and serve the deli-
cious meal to all the boarders in her
rooming house.

If, on your drive back to Rapid City,
you would like to stop at Sturgis you can
tour this old military town and Fort
Meade. As historians you know that both
General Sturgis and General Meade
were Union leaders in the Civil War. The
Fort is now the location of a VA hospital.
I believe that they still have a very fine
museum on the post. When I was grow-
ing up in Rapid City in the late 1940's
and early 1950's, this was a calvary post
and the mounted troopers would appear
in parades throughout the Black Hills.
Unless you are on a motorcycle then you
want to avoid the Sturgis Motorcycle
Rally held in August. During this time
all motels and hotels in most cities are
booked.

Before leaving Rapid City, be sure to
visit The Journey Museum. Or, before
your sojourns into the Hills, visit the
Museum. Also, while in Rapid City take
a trolley tour of the City. The tour takes
you to the top of Dinosaur Park to view
the City as the park is on a hill separat-
ing the eastern and western parts of
town. Full-size replicas of ancient di-
nosaurs are scattered throughout the
park. Also, note that in the park you will
see where three horse thieves were hung
in the 1880's. In those days there was
very little time between the commitment
of the crime and the appropriate punish-
ment.

Descending the park the trolley will
pass the house where I spent my child-
hood. The address is 1119 Columbus
Street and now must be over one hun-

dred years old. Traveling down Colum-
bus Street the trolley will turn on his-
toric West Boulevard that includes 18
blocks of homes that have been placed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
Three building periods spanning 1875 to
1949 produce an eclectic mix of architec-
ture from Queen Anne and Colonial Re-
vival Prairie to Art Deco.When I was a
youth, this was the best place to go for
"trick and treat" candy at Halloween.We
considered the homeowners wealthy be-
cause they could afford to buy store-
bought candy instead of apples or
homemade "goodies."

If you have ancestors from Norway,
then you will want to visit the Stavkirke
Chapel in Rapid City. The trolley will
also take you to the site that is nestled
beside Canyon Lake. This lake is where I
learned to swim, as in my youth the city
did not furnish municipal swimming
pools. Canyon Lake has very cold water
as it is fed by Rapid Creek. After the
great flood occurring on June 9 and 10 of
1972, the Lake is no longer open to
swimmers. However, many good trout
are caught in the Lake.

If you have traveled across Illinois,
Iowa and most of South Dakota by car
then you know that until you reach the
Black Hills there is very little scenery.
However, if you have time, you could
take a side trip through the Badlands
just before reaching Rapid City. As you
travel on the Inter-state highway you
will want to stop at Wall, South Dakota,
and visit Wall Drug. The tourist stop
takes up several city blocks and is very
interesting to someone not familiar to
the area. You can still purchase a cup of
coffee for a nickel.

As Betty and I had lived in New Mex-
ico for a number of years, I thought that
we had witnessed enough barren rolling
hills. In fact, the Badlands are so bad

that during World War II, B-17 bombers
from Ellsworth Air Force Base used that
area for practice bombing. Growing up
during World War II, I remember B-17
formations flying over our house at very
low altitudes and shaking the windows
of our home on Columbus Street. Today,
there are still missile silos scattered
throughout the area.

In summary, I had a very good re-
union with my classmates and hope that
most of us can meet again in another five

years. Many ask if I would like to return
to Rapid City in my retirement and I
reply that most of my friends and Betty's
family are in Charleston and that with
our six months in Venice, Florida, I can
tolerate the hot and humid corn country
of Illinois. Also, there is no better place to
be than in central Illinois in the spring
and fall. I would miss the colorful fall
with the red and gold of the maple and
oak trees. I would also miss Eastern Illi-
nois FOOTBALL.
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3809 Marshall Ave. • Mattoon, IL 61938 • (217) 258-6327
Hours: Thursday & Friday 10am-5pm • Saturday 10am - 2pm

Many Great Items Available for Grilling:
Beef Steaks, Pork Chops, Bratwursts, BBQ, Pork Steaks, 

Pork Burgers, Beef Burgers all in Stock!

3-W Meats
Welsh Farms - Locally raised pork and beef

3-W Meats
Welsh Farms - Locally raised pork and beef

Check Out
Our Weekly

Specials!
From our family’s farm to your family’s table

Quarter

or Half Cuts

Available on

Beef

Half orWhole CutsAvailable onPork

Submitted Photo
The Southern part of the Black Hills consist of several granite outgroupings and
this is the reason that both Mount Rushmore and the Crazy Horse Monument were
able to be carved out of the granite rock.

Submitted Photo
Picture of the lodge at Palmer Gulch Resort near Hill City.

Continued from previous page
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When writing letters to my wife

near the end of the war with Japan, I

used to draw on the envelopes.

After many weeks of battle to se-

cure the island of Okinawa, we were

awaiting orders to proceed to Japan,

and I had time to begin drawing this

G.I. character on each envelope. The

colored pencils I used were left be-

hind by the Japanese after the inva-

sion of Ie Shima.
For those unfamiliar with Oki-

nawa, it is the largest and most im-

portant of the RyukyuIslands in the

Pacific. It lies in the far western Pa-

cific about midway between Formosa

and Japan. One of the bloodiest cam-

paigns of World War II was waged in

Okinawa and nearby waters.

American troops under the com-

mand of Gen. Simon Buckner Jr.

landed on Okinawa in April 1945. Vi-

olent fighting lasted until late in July.

General Buckner was killed in the

last days of this battle. About 12,500

Americans were killed on Okinawa.

I was with the 233rd Combat En-

gineers and we were attached to the

77th Infantry Division.
We took part in the battles of

Guam, the island of Leyte in the

Philippines and the invasion of Ie

Shima. It was on this little island (Ie

Shima) that Ernie Pyle, the war cor-

respondent, went in with us. He was

killed a few days later on April 18,

1945.
Our last combat action was at Ok-

inawa. It was several weeks before

this battle was over and later after

the atomic bombs were used, the war

with Japan came to an end, Aug. 15,

1945.

James Hendricks

GI decorated
mail to his wife

Editor's Note: This was submitted by James Hendricks
of Mattoon for the 50th anniversary of the end of World
War II section published in the JG-TC in 1995. Hendricks
died in 2001.
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259 N CR 200 E • Arthur, IL
Voice Mail: 543-3447

LOCATION:

Arthur: 2 Miles East & 
1.5 South of Rt. 133

Arcola: 7 Miles West & 
1.5 South of Rt. 133

A Full Line Of Spices, Flours, Nuts, 
Dried Fruits, Candies, Pastas & Cheeses.
Jams & Jellies • Kitchenware • Puzzles • Toys • School Supplies

Homemade Soaps • Wheat Berries • Groceries • Meats 

Homemade Pastries Daily • Fresh Pies on Saturday

960 18th Street
Charleston, IL
217-348-5803

Merchandise accepted by
appointment only.

New
Consignments

Arriving Daily!

M-F:
9am-5pm

Sat:
10am-4pm

Clothing • Accessories
Shoes • Furniture

Housewares • & More!

Twice is Nice

Bite your
tongue off
and never

miss it

310 E. Columbia • Arthur
217-543-2400

paulysbbq@gmail.com

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Evening Specials after 5 pm

Hours:
Monday - Thursday 10:30am ~ 8:00pm 
Friday - Saturday 10:30am ~ 9:00pm 

Closed Sunday

2009 Illinois population estimate

People 12,910,409
Under age 5 6.9 percent
Under age 18 24.6 percent
Age 65 and over 12.4 percent
High school graduates, age 25 + 81.4 percent
Bachelor's degree or higher 26.1 percent
Per capita income $23,104

2009 Population estimate by county

Clark 16,657
Coles 52,065

Cumberland 10,716
Douglas 19,169
Edgar 18,471
Moultrie 14,392
Shelby 21,803

U.S. Census Data

mailto:paulysbbq@gmail.com
http://jg-tc.com/app/special/shopsmart/twiceisnice/index.php
http://www.mettescabinetcorner.com
http://tinyurl.com/2am23g7
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Michael Freesmeier

Nashville, TN

TENN
2010

Journal Gazette

100 Broadway Ave.

Mattoon, IL 61938

Dear Mattoon,

We are recovering nicely from the May flood we experienced here in Nashville, TN. The banks of the

Cumberland River crested at 12 feet above the flood level causing severe damage to homes, businesses,

and schools. We held true to our state nickname, “The Volunteer State” during this time of natural dis-

aster as thousands of volunteers pitched in to help rebuild. The millions of dollars donated by our local

country artists certainly didn’t hurt in the recovery efforts.
I’m doing a little recovering myself as the summer comes to a close and my schedule slows down a

bit. I began the summer with a trip to Honduras, where I worked in Juticalpa doing mission work and

venturing through the beautiful mountains and caves of Central America. I even participated in the

Honduran version of a marathon. The Hondurans stop at the end of each mile and celebrate by spray-

ing each other with water and dancing in the streets. In July, I participated in some triathlons for the

first time. The Music City Tri which runs through downtown Nashville and The Cedars of Lebanon

Triathlon which winds through a state park. Business travels took me to California in August, where I

was able to try surfing for the first time. Finding the center of a surfboard and getting balanced at 6’5”

is no easy task.

As for paying the bills, I have been in sales since I arrived in Nashville 8 years ago. For the past 5

years I have been a Sales Representative for Cardinal Health. I work for the pharmaceutical distribu-

tion division of the company where we sell pharmaceutical products and services to pharmacies. We

pick, pack, and ship products to over 40,000 locations daily. Whether it’s your local family pharmacy,

national chain, grocery store, big box retailer, or hospital, if you see a stack of red totes behind the phar-

macy counter, they are a customer of Cardinal Health.
While I certainly enjoy living in Music City, I never feel to far from good ole Mattoon. Nashville is ac-

tually only 51/2 hours from home and while we don’t have a real Burger King here, there are plenty of

things that remind me of growing up in Mattoon. As a child I spent many hours at theY, the same holds

true today. I’m a member and frequent patron of the Middle Tennessee YMCA’s. Much like Mattoon,

the people here in Nashville are also very friendly. Stop and chat with someone long enough and you

may find they are familiar with Mattoon. I have friends in the music industry who have booked clients

at Bagel Fest and acquaintances who work for Mars Petcare that know about Mattoon because of their

work. If ever I do feel too far from home, I just dip into the surplus of Morgan’s Fluffy Burgers that my

mom keeps stock piled in my freezer. If you don’t know about this Mattoon gem, it is time you learn

about it.

I hope all is well in Mattoon,Michael FreesmeierNashville, TNSubmitted Photo
Michael Freesmeier

“All Types Of Industrial And
Commercial Construction”

1209 US HWY 45 MATTOON

217-234-2250

“All Types Of Industrial And
Commercial Construction”

• Sprinkler Systems
• Metal Buildings

• Process Piping
• Crane Service

1-800-577-2239 or 217-895-2238
596 Oak St., Neoga, IL 62447

www.neogasavmorrx .com

Therapeutic Footwear

• Free Prescription Service • Diabetic Shoeline

• Free In-Town Delivery • Medical Equipment

• Free USPS Mailing of Prescription • Home Oxygen

“We’ve Got Oxygen”

Medicare Covered

http://tinyurl.com/24l6ora
http://www.neogasavmorrx.com
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STEFFEN
HTG & A/C

We Promise.

Since 1956 & Staring the 3rd 
Generation, We’re the Rheem Team.®

Good work and fair prices. From Geo-
thermal Heating & Cooling Systems To
Fireplace Gas Logs...& everything in be-
tween. We’ll arrive on time, in uniform,
and we clean up before leaving. Call us
for the best in customer care.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

217-342-2062
www.steffenheating.com

Effingham & Surrounding CountiesSubmitted Photo
Michael Freesmeier

http://www.steffenheating.com
http://www.eiu.edu/~adulted
http://www.global-network.ws
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Tom Ethridge

Chicago, IL

TENN
2010

Journal Gazette

100 Broadway Ave.

Mattoon, IL 61938

Dear Charleston,
Thank you for all the opportunities you have given me. I am proud to call you my hometown!

There is not enough room in the newspaper to list all of the people who made growing-up in

Charleston a great experience. But, I remember each of them. From coaches, to teachers, to community

leaders, as well as my parents and grandparents, I am indebted for the lessons I learned as a kid in

East-Central Illinois.
I now work in the South Loop of Chicago for the Department of Homeland Security as an Immigra-

tion Services Officer. Though I am not far from home, some days it feels like it. I’ve adapted to city

traffic (for better or worse), and no longer get confused by the names of the Chicago Expressways. Both

of which I learned hesitantly.
At work, I realize that my decisions impact a nation. But, I feel blessed to have been properly pre-

pared for such a position by growing up in the Heartland. The decisions I make at work are largely

guided by my love for this country; which, among other things, I gained from canoeing down the Embar-

ras River, representing Charleston athletics, and meeting so many great people along the way.

As a teenager, the Charleston Rotary Club was gracious enough to sponsor me for an eleven-month

study-abroad to Brazil. This experience showed me what the world had to offer, and taught me how to

respect everything that I had as a kid who grew up in Illinois. Though it has been a few years since

this experience, I have not forgotten the lessons that I learned.
I knew after my time in Brazil (1997-1998) that I wanted to work in international relations. Since

then, I received a fantastic education, which included a few years at Lake Land College, Eastern Illinois

University, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and the University of Illinois at Chicago.

My studies were largely focused on International Relations and Comparative Politics.

Since moving to the Chicagoland area, I have taught at Joliet Junior College, served as a graduate

research fellow at the University of Illinois at Chicago, started working for Homeland Security, and

started a family. I now have two sons and a beautiful wife. I just hope that I can teach my kids some of

the great lessons that I learned while growing up “downstate” (as all of my co-workers call it).

Thank you Charleston!Tom Ethridge

Certified Dealer of Nu-Wool Wallseal Spray-In Cellulose Insulation
Also Available: Spray-On Soy Based Polyurethane Foam

INSULATION

Wallseal

217-348-7931
1-866-OLMSTED (656-7833)

wallseal@consolidated.net • Fax: 217-348-7933 • 640 Castle Dr. • Charleston, IL

PREMIUM CELLULOSE INSULATION
GREEN Since 1949

Your Comfort Is Our Business

“Keep the Heat & Cool Where It Belongs” With

http://www.mattoonil.expresspros.com
mailto:wallseal@consolidated.net
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Family Health Foods
Hours: M-F  7 am - 5:30 pm • Sat. 7 am - 4:30 pm 

• Natural Herbal Remedies

• Whole Food Supplements

• Fresh Farm-Raised Chickens

• Non-toxic Soaps & Cleaners

• Herbal Teas

• Gluten-Free Foods

• Dried Fruits & Nuts

• Cookware & Gift Items

Shop healthy…Eat healthy…Be healthy!Shop healthy…Eat healthy…Be healthy!

Quality products provided at reasonable prices!Quality products provided at reasonable prices!

1 mile South of Arthur • 217-543-3189

Lunch and Dinner Buffet

Breakfast Buffet on Saturday Mornings!

Banquets small or large with 20-300 seating 

Mon-Sat 7:00 am - 8:00 pm; Closed Sundays
1195 E. Columbia, Arthur IL  217-543-2714

Online Bakery
Online Ordering

WE’LL MAKE YOUR DINING EXPERIENCE SPECIAL... JOIN US SOON!

Dining Room Buffet Gift Shop

www.yoderskitchen.net

We have over 30 years experience!

MMaattttoooonn RReeaaddyy--MMiixx
1413 Dewitt Avenue East • Mattoon • 217-235-5858
Monday - Friday: 7am-4:30pm  •  Saturday: By appointment only

• Decorative Rock

• Pre-Cast Steps

• Colored Concrete 

• Back Hoe Rental

• Dump Truck Rental

• Septic Tanks

Call us for ALL your 
commercial and 

residential needs!

CCOONNCCRREETTEE

Submitted Photo
Tom Ethridge with his two sons during a visit to the Chicago Botanical Gardens.

http://tinyurl.com/2ct8gsv
http://www.yoderskitchen.net
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www.westcpa.com

C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T S

Accounting & Auditing

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services

Income Tax Preparation

Employee Benefit Plan Services

Estate & Financial Planning

Edwardsville
Effingham
Greenville
Mattoon
Sullivan

(618) 656-4949
(217) 347-5181
(618) 664-4848
(217) 235-4747
(217) 728-4307

C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T S

Accounting & Auditing

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services

Income Tax Preparation

Employee Benefit Plan Services

Estate & Financial Planning

Edwardsville
Effingham
Greenville
Mattoon
Sullivan

(618) 656-4949
(217) 347-5181
(618) 664-4848
(217) 235-4747
(217) 728-4307

Nolan Vance McNeely

Mesa, AZ

Arizona
2010

Journal Gazette

100 Broadway Ave.

Mattoon, IL 61938

Buying Gold & Silver
Buying coins since 1979 • Over 190 Buys in Illiana

$$ IMMEDIATE PAYMENTS $$

Scrap Gold & Silver -
Dental Gold, Class Rings,
Gold Rings, Gold & Silver
Jewelry, Gold Watches,
Pocket Watches, Wedding
Bands

Call Today
Ask for Charlie

Illinois/Indiana Buyer
1-800-644-4806

WE BUY LARGE QUANTITIES!

Buying spoons, forks,
knives, tea sets, rings, 
jewelry, plates, medals,
Franklin Mint collector’s
items, and more...

All items must be marked sterling.

Sterling Silver

Wanted to Buy:

INN & SUITES
CONFERENCE CENTER

4922 Paradise Road • Mattoon, IL 
217-235-0222

gm.il311@choicehotels.com

74 Rooms + 12 Suites
Extended Stay Rates Available

Conference Space for up to 500
For All Your Hospitality Needs

Pool • Fitness Center • WiFi Access
Continental Breakfast Bar

Carl Walworth,
In the old Model T Ford days, there were a lot

of McNeely’s living in and around Louisville, Illi-

nois, had some relatives and friends close to Mat-

toon, Illinois. Other relatives living in

Champaign, Urbana area, Illinois.We all gathered in Mattoon for a McNeely re-

union. We then went to Paradise Lake.What a

beautiful place it was then.Just thinking, maybe you would have readers

who would enjoy reading the story about a show

horse named Beauty.
Nolan Vance McNeely

1101 Broadway Ave., P.O. Box 889
Mattoon, IL 61938

217-235-2700
Fax: 217-235-0743
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Nolan Vance McNeely

I started training her when she was a
young colt by letting her eat sugar out of
my hand. The next step was for her to
follow me anywhere that I wanted her to
go without a rope or anything being tied
to her.

The next act was for her to lie down
and stretch out on the ground and to lay
there until I told her to get up.

These acts required a lot of time and
lots of patience. But this was only the be-
ginning of the many acts she would be
doing later on. Some of them are as fol-
lows:

• Stand with her front feet on top of a
fifty-five gallon oil drum

• Stand with her front feet on the
back end of a wagon bed

• Crossing and uncrossing her front

legs by moving her hind legs back and
forth, side to side

• Carry an ear of corn in her mouth
without eating it

• Carry a bucket by holding the bail
in her mouth

• Kneel down
• Putting her head down and then up

for ‘Yes’
• Shaking her head sideways for ‘No’
• Use her left front foot to count
• Walking sideways
• Sit down on the ground like a dog
I would stand up on her back and,

using a seven-foot drovers whip, would
snap it and make a loud cracking sound.

I would give her a thin strip of paper
which was one-inch wide and one-foot
long to hold one end in her mouth. I
would then stand out in front of her and

using the seven-foot
whip, I would cut
several small pieces
from the bottom end
of the paper. She
would not move
while doing this act.

It has often been
said that you can
lead a horse to
water but you can't
make it drink.We
had a large pond on
our farm. I would
ride her to the pond
to drink.When she
was through, she
would start to leave.
I would pull her
back and tell her to
drink some water
and she did. Then
she would start to
leave again. I would
pull her back and
tell her to drink
some more water
and she did.We per-
formed this act
many times during
the next several
years.

One nice evening,
I rode five miles on
a dirt road into the

little town of Sailor Springs, Illinois.
There was a big barn close to a side road
with a large floodlight at the top that
would shine on the road. I stopped there.
Two boys were playing there and I asked
them if they would like to see my horse
perform some acts. They said that they,
would but would like to tell their friends
to come and watch. Soon there was a
crowd. I took the saddle off and put it on
the ground.

Beauty then performed many of her
acts. In the meantime, I had learned the
ages of two of the boys–one seven and
one ten years of age. I asked Beauty if
she would tell this little boy how old he
was. She put her head down and up for
`yes', and then she put her left front foot
out seven times. The boy couldn't under-
stand how she knew that. Then I asked
Beauty if she would tell the other boy his
age. She. put her head down and up for
`yes', and put her left front foot out ten
times. The kids were all getting curious
then. I asked Beauty if there was anyone
else that she would like to tell their age.
She shook her head sideways for ‘no’.

We were standing there talking with
my back to Beauty but I gave her a sig-
nal to lie down and stretch out on the

road and lay there until I told her to get
up. The kids all came in close and won-
dered what was wrong. I told them she
was alright and was just resting a little.
I let her lay there a little while and then
said "Beauty, we really should be leav-
ing". I let her lay there a little while and
then said "Beauty, would you please get
up'' and she did. I put the saddle back on.
I asked her if she wanted me to thank
the kids for coming to the show. She put
her head down and up for ‘yes’. I thanked
all of thekids for coming and then got up
in the saddle and rode back home.

I had a girlfriend Lois Devore who
later became my wife.We lived one mile
apart on a dirt road. One afternoor, I
rode up to see her. I was standing outside
the yard gate when Lois came out.We
were standing there talking.When I put
my arm around her. Beautv walked over
and using her head pushed Lois away. As
the old saying goes, she really I was a
one man's horse.

At the time I was living on an l 80-
acre farm in the Little Wabash River
Basin about halfway between the little
towns of Louisville and Clay City, Illi-
nois.

The Story About a Show Horse Named Beauty During the 1930's

Submitted Photo

Submitted Photo

http://tinyurl.com/2cq2ex6
http://www.cruiseone.com/dcisna
http://www.nickandstaceyshouseofpaints.com
http://www.bankofadvance.com
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Available at

She soon started her own manufac-
turing company in Chicago which later
became KitchenAid and eventually was
purchased by Whirlpool.

Josephine Cochrane died in 1913 in
Chicago.

‘Uncle Joe’ Cannon
Tuscola has ties to a lawmaker with a

streak of the political tyrant.
Joseph “Uncle Joe” Cannon was

speaker of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives from 1903 to 1911 and served as
Republican Congressman for all but four
years from 1873 to 1923.

Cannon lived in Tuscola from 1859 to
1878 before moving to Danville. His for-
mer home at Parke and Pembrooke
streets still stands in the Douglas
County town, where he founded the Sec-
ond National Bank with his brother, and
also served as state’s attorney.

Cannon’s rise to speaker eventually
caused a political rebellion in 1910 to
break his control of the House. A feisty
Cannon once compared President Teddy

Roosevelt’s respect for the U.S. Constitu-
tion to what “a tomcat has for a marriage
license.”

And Roosevelt was a fellow Republi-
can!

Ada Kepley
This Effingham woman stood up for

what she believed in.
She wanted to practice law so she be-

came the first woman in the United
States to earn a law degree shortly after
the Civil War. She later was the first
woman to gain a license to practice law
when U.S. Grant was president.

Kepley was dedicated to the Temper-
ance Movement that helped ban alcohol
sales in many cities and states long be-
fore Prohibition.

She published the names of patrons of
local saloons in a newspaper to shame
them into taking the pledge. One ex-
posed bar customer apparently pledged
to take Kepley’s life by firing a gun at
her. He hit her dog instead but the inci-
dent gained international press cover-
age.

Kepley helped the unfortunate and
wrote patriotic songs for America’s entry
into World War I in her later years.

She died in Effingham in 1925.

Region
from page 4

http://jg-tc.com/app/advertising/splash/mattoontourism/mattoontourism.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/2fdx5sv
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full-time and nearly 100 adjunct faculty
members at six campuses, and I oversaw
the curriculum for the largest division at
the college. The highlight of my tenure,
though, was developing an MBA pro-
gram in collaboration with the faculty
and outside consultants. While this pro-
gram began accepting students after my
departure, today, I am told that it has
over 300 students, for which I am very
proud.

For anyone who really knows me,
though, my real passion has always been
politics. (Yes, I mean you, Peggy
Ropiequet, one of my high school teach-
ers.) In 2002, I left Chicago to become
the Chief Economist and Director of Eco-
nomic Research at the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration in DC. It allowed
me to write and speak about the impor-
tance of entrepreneurship to our nation’s

economy, and in so doing, I have been
very involved in public policy discussions
at the federal level. I also regularly fol-
low national economic trends and am
often quoted in the media on the current
economic conditions for small firms.

On a personal level, I am glad that I
grew up in Mattoon. My Midwestern
roots have served me well, and I am very
grateful to my parents for my upbring-
ing. When I can, I return to the area.
My late wife – who passed away from
breast cancer in 2007 and for whom I
wrote the book, My Life with Laura: A
Love Story – loved Mattoon, and on each
visit, we made sure to eat at Famous
Recipe and Steak ‘n Shake (which we do
not have on the East coast). My family is
still in Illinois, too, providing my daugh-
ter Charlotte and me with even more
reasons to return and reconnect with a
town that means so much to me.
With great fondness,
Chad Moutray, Ph.D.
Mattoon High School Class of 1987

Moutray
from page 9

http://www.lakelandcollege.edu/cbi
http://www.floorshow1.com
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